
ORDINANCE NO. 899 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
WILLIAMS REVISING TITLE 12 OF THE CITY CODE RELATING TO 

ZONING TO ADD CHAPTER 18 

 WHEREAS the City Council of the City of Williams considers the special 
character of the City’s downtown area and especially its Historic Preservation District to 
be important civic resources; and 

WHEREAS the City Council of the City of Williams desires to preserve and 
enhance these important civic resources; and 

WHEREAS the City Council of the City of Williams considers appropriate 
murals and wall paintings to be valuable enhancements to the City’s streetscape; and 

WHEREAS the City Council of the City of Williams desires to encourage such 
enhancements as are compatible with the City’s downtown area; and  

WHEREAS the City Council of the City of Williams desires to establish proper 
guidelines for regulation of such murals and wall paintings; 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WILLIAMS, 
ARIZONA, DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Title 12 of the Williams City Code is amended to add Chapter 18 to read as 
follows: 

CHAPTER 12-18 – WALL MURALS IN THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT 

Article 12-18.01 – Purpose   

(a) The intent of this chapter is: 
(1)  to provide for wall murals on old and new development in the Central 

Business District of the City of Williams 
(2) to preserve and protect the special character and identity of the City’s 

downtown area 
(3) to ensure that renovation and/or rehabilitation within the Historic 

Preservation District will be compatible with and will preserve and enhance 
the District’s special character, a portion of which has been included in the 
National Register of Historic Places 

(4) to establish guidelines based on the existing character of the downtown as 
defined by its prevailing architectural styles, building materials and urban 
design features 

Article 12-18.02 – General Regulations and Guidelines   

(a) To be deemed appropriate, a mural must: 
(1) be an asset to the Central Business District 
(2) complement the overall design of the building 



(3) match the era of the original construction or accepted renovation 
(4) complement the character of the area 
(5) match the flavor of the district in which it is to be located 
(6) have content appropriate to Williams and its environs 
(7) reflect the historic and cultural traditions of Williams and Arizona 
(8) be in context with the surrounding streetscape in size, shape, style and general 

color scheme 
(9) be designed with consideration for other murals in the immediate vicinity 
(10) be incorporated as an element of the overall building design 
(11) be devoid of advertising or even the suggestion of advertising 
(12) not contain any logo, graphic or text representative of any business operated 

within the building on which it is to be placed 
(13) be designed to complement the wall on which it is proposed 
(14) be proportionate to the blank space proposed for placement 
(15) be large enough to be significant but not overwhelming 
(16) be in good taste with no crude, coarse or vulgar language or image 
(17) be located so as to avoid any negative impact 

(b) A mural is to be treated as any other painting approval on a building, and must: 
(1) be done in a professional, artistic manner (the artist shall be asked to provide 

samples of previous mural work and/or references from other jurisdictions 
where such work has been done) 

(2) have financial assurance for an ongoing maintenance program 

Article 12-18.03 – Regulation of Murals  

(a) Any mural or wall painting proposed for the Central Business District shall follow 
the approved Development Procedures Code for either: 
(1) a Plot Plan, Historic District (if applicable); or  
(2) a Plot Plan and Building Permit (if outside the Historic Preservation District) 

(b) The applicant (property owner) shall submit to the Building Department the 
following: 
(1) an  application signed by the property owner 
(2) a legal description of the property 
(3) a copy of the plat as recorded in the Coconino County Recorder’s Office 
(4) scaled drawings of the building façade showing the mural placement 
(5) a color photograph of the building façade, including: 

(A) the street curb in the foreground; 
(B) the entire roofline of the side of the building that is the site of the proposed 

mural; and 
(C) a portion of the building or street on either side of the proposed mural or 

wall painting site 
(6) a color rendering, drawn to scale, of the proposed mural, including the 

proposed building side from ground to roof (photo simulations of the 
proposed mural project are encouraged) 

(c) The Chief Building Official shall forward copies of the application and 
accompanying documents to: 
(1) the Main Street Design Committee, which shall review the project for 

conformity with the City’s urban design guidelines; and if applicable, 



(2) the Historic Preservation Commission, which shall review the project for 
conformity with the established guidelines, particularly the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

(d) After review and approval of the application, the Chief Building Official shall 
issue a building permit to the owner of the property, and said permit shall be 
subject to the following conditions: 
(1) the property owner shall maintain the mural or wall painting in good condition 
(2) the Building Department has the authority to order the removal of any mural 

or wall painting that is: 
(A) not completed in strict accordance with the approved permit, or  
(B) not maintained in good condition 

(e) the Building Department also has the authority to order removal of any mural or 
wall painting completed without an approved permit 

(f) in addition, the Building Department has the authority to order the painted surface 
to be restored to its original paint color and design following a removal ordered 
under part (d)(2) or part (e) of this article 

Article 12-18.04 – Additional Regulation for the Historic Preservation District   

(a) A mural will not be approved for any historic unpainted brick and/or stone surface 
within the Historic Preservation District 

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED by the Mayor and Council of the City 
of Williams this  10th  day of  July, 2008, by a vote of   7  in favor and   0   opposed. 

     ___________________________________ 
Mayor 

ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 
City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

___________________________ 
City Attorney 
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